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CITY OF FERNDALE 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 

FROM: Byron A. Photiades, DPW Director 
 
SUBJECT: 2008 Sidewalk Replacement Program 
 
 
SUMMARY & BACKGROUND: 
 
Attached is the proposed Resolution granting authority to proceed with the 2008 Sidewalk 
Replacement Program (Special Assessment District 2008).  A public hearing has been scheduled for 
7:30 p.m., August 25, 2008. 
 
A letter announcing the Public Hearing (copy attached) has been mailed to property owners and a 
legal notice published.  
  
 
Attachments:     Resolution 
      Letter to Property Owners 
      Memo for Highway Committee meeting 
    
        
 

 
COUNCIL AGENDA DATE:  August 25, 2008 

CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW: N/A 

FINANCE DIRECTOR REVIEW: N/A 

CITY MANAGER APPROVAL: Robert J. Bruner, Jr. 

COMMENTS:  

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Moved by , seconded by , that the Resolution to proceed with the 2008 Sidewalk Replacement 
Program be approved and that the City Clerk be authorized to sign said Resolution. 
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August 12, 2008 

 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
 Your sidewalk squares (flags) have been inspected under our sidewalk-replacement program.  
This citywide program is being done for safety and to try to reduce lawsuits against the city and its 
taxpayers because of trip-and-fall accidents.  The 2008 district includes the area from East Eight Mile 
to East Hazelhurst, Woodward Avenue to the CN Railway. 
 
 Enclosed is your copy of your inspection report sheet describing the reasons why your 
sidewalk squares need to be replaced. 
 
 You have a choice of how you may replace your squares: 
 
Yourself 
 
 You may hire a contractor or, if you have experience, do it yourself.  Either way, you must 
notify the engineer at (248) 546-2514 and pull a permit from the Building Department by August 26, 
2008.  (Patching a deteriorated sidewalk is not long-term, so we cannot approve it as an alternative.) 
 
 You or your contractor must apply for an engineer’s permit at the Building Department in the 
lower level of City Hall, 300 East Nine Mile Road, before construction starts.  We recommend that 
your contractor apply for the permit because he will be responsible for the work.  The cost of the 
permit is $30 for the first 200 square feet (eight 5’ x 5’ squares) and five cents per every additional 
square foot. 
 
Our Program 
 
 You may have us do the work for $84.38 ($3.38/sq. ft.) per a typical 5’ x 5’ four-inch-thick 
square, and $97.88 ($3.92/sq. ft.) per six-inch-thick driveway square.  Your inspection report lists 
estimated quantities.  Final quantities will be determined by accurate field measurements during 
construction.  For instance, your inspection report may estimate 25 square feet of 4-inch sidewalk, 
while the construction inspection may find 27.5 square feet.  You will be assessed based on actual 
quantities at the contractor’s unit prices. 
 
 In some cases, additional work may be necessary.  For example, if roots of a tree need to be 
removed for sidewalk construction, the city-estimated assessment is $33.75 per tree.  Likewise, 
business owners may require eight-inch-thick concrete ($4.32/sq. ft.) for truck traffic or early-strength 
concrete ($4.59/sq. ft.), which typically closes a driveway for only two days in lieu of five.  Business 
owners requesting early-strength concrete should contact the engineer at (248) 546-2514. 
 
 Your final assessment will be mailed after all construction is completed.  After the City Council 
approves your final assessment, it will be billed on your 2008 winter tax.  Note:  If you plan on selling 
your property beforehand, you must notify the buyer of the pending assessment. 
 



Hardship 
 
 If your special assessment is $500 or more and if your annual household income is $20,000 or 
less (recommended guidelines), or if your property is a residential corner lot whose cost of sidewalk 
replacement for the side portion is $500 or more (regardless of household income), you may meet 
with our Hardship Committee to request additional time to pay at 5% interest.  If you do not meet the 
above guidelines, but feel your special assessment would cause a hardship, you may still meet with 
the Hardship Committee.  (Information on how and when to meet with the committee will be mailed 
later this fall.) 
 
 Additionally, a state law entitled “Deferment of Special Assessment on Homesteads” allows 
persons who have been state residents for at least five years and who are age 65 or older or 
permanently disabled to defer a special assessment if more than $300. 
 
Public Hearing 
 
 The City Council will meet in the City Hall Council Chambers on Monday, August 25, at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss this year’s program; to answer questions; to review objections, if any, of property 
owners; and to decide whether to proceed with the program. 
 
 If you object to the program, you must submit a letter to the City Clerk, 300 East Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale, MI 48220, by 5:00 p.m., Friday, August 22, 2008. 
 
 If you have further questions, please call Mr. Charles Tucker between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 
weekdays at (248) 546-2514. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Byron A. Photiades 
Director of Public Works 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
 
 

August 12, 2008 
 

 
Dear Property Owner: 
 
 A public hearing to review and discuss the 2008 Sidewalk Replacement program will be held 
on Monday, August 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers Room of City Hall, 300 East Nine Mile 
Road. 
 
 As an affected property owner, you are invited to attend this important meeting.  Beforehand, 
please read the entire enclosed letter explaining the program.  The letter explains the estimated costs 
to property owners, how the costs will be determined, and what options are available for those with 
limited incomes or who own corner lots. 
 
 If you have questions, please call Mr. Charles Tucker between 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 
weekdays, at (248) 546-2514. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Byron A. Photiades 
Director of Public Works 





























































CITY OF FERNDALE 
RESOLUTION 

 
Moved by, ________________________, supported by _________________________ 
that the following Resolution be adopted: 
 
WHEREAS, on November 27, 2006, the City Council adopted a policy to continue with a 
citywide Sidewalk Replacement Program through 2016 and referred to the Highway 
Committee for its approval; and 
 
The Highway Committee on ______________ recommended that the City Council 
adopt a Resolution authorizing the 2008 Sidewalk Replacement Program (Special 
Assessment District No. 2008) to proceed pursuant to the special assessment process; 
and 
 
A Public Hearing was held on August 25, 2008, to hear objections or concerns 
regarding the 2008 Sidewalk Replacement Program (Special Assessment District No. 
2008), and to consider proceeding with the program. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby approves the 
following findings and determinations: 
 
1. That the improvements for the Special Assessment District No. 2008 consist of 

reconstructing concrete sidewalks abutting properties/parcels as shown in the 
attached list titled “2008 Sidewalk: Estimated Assessments” pages 1 to 23 with 
sidwell, address and estimates of cost allocation among property owners and the 
City at large; 

 
2. That the plans or diagrams and specifications, as prepared by the Engineering 

Technician, be approved and that copies be maintained on file in the engineering 
office for public examination; 

 
3. That the cost of the hereinafter-mentioned sidewalk improvement be defrayed by 

levying a special assessment against the property specifically benefited as proposed 
in the attached lists; 

 
4. That the assessments be spread in one installment; that residential property owners 

whose assessments are over $500 be granted additional time to pay their 
assessment at a 5% interest if they can establish a hardship situation – family size, 
single-parent family, handicap, illness, employment status, etc; that said “hardship” 
be documented to a Hardship Committee and be considered if it is shown that the 
annual household income is below the $20,000 threshold; that the $500 and $20,000 
thresholds be waived on a case-by-case basis depending upon the degree of 
“hardship; that residential corner lot property owners whose special assessment is 
over $500 for the side portion, whatever their household income, may be granted 
additional time to pay their assessment at 5% interest; that the committee have the 
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From the Office of 

rttlltlVtllStephen M. Taratuta 
Attorney & Counselor	 AUG 18 2008 
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August 15, 2008 

City of Ferndale 
300 East Nine Mile Road 
Ferndale, MI 48220 
Attention: City Clerk 

Re: 2008 Sidewalk Replacement Program 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in regards to the 2008 Sidewalk Replacement program. It was mentioned that the property owner 
would have to fund this program and the additional costs to replace 5' x 5' squares will be billed on the property 
owner's 2008 winter tax. I strongly object to this proposal. 

I feel that these replacements should be covered within our taxes and not as an additional cost. This is why we pay 
taxes. The high taxes we already pay should fund this program. It was not the choice of the property owner. Why 
couldn't the city propose this as a vote? 

I also feel that the sidewalks are in good condition. In fact, I walk and run the streets of Ferndale every evening and 
have never noticed any sidewalk that is so critically damaged that it needs replacing. I would like to know how 
many lawsuits and trip-and-fall accidents have been report within the past 5 years. Show the data to the property 
owners. 

Also, I believe that the assessment of my sidewalks at 202 Spencer was incorrectly marked as needing to be 
replaced. Both of my 5' x 5' squares meet the "Stubber" criteria. I would like to request that my sidewalks be 
checked again. If needed, I could be available. Please feel free to call or send a letter specifying when this will 
occur. 

Martin Fanner 
202 Spencer Street 
Ferndale, MI 48220 
(248)752-4818 

rttlltivto 
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CITY OF FERNDALE 

SIDEWALK INSPECTION REPORT 

Below are the estimated quantities and cost of your sidewalk replacement. 
Flags have been marked with a letter (A, B, C, ... ) indicating at least one 
reason why they require replacement. The chart at the right explains the 
problem associated with the letter. Final quantities and cost will be 
determined at the end of construction. QUESTIONS: Call the City 
Engineering Department (248) 546-2514. 

TARATUTA, JODY THICK 

832 SILMAN 

FERNDALE, MI48220 

SIDWELL Inspected L_2!?_~~J1?_~32~Q.~.922_.J 
Address: Program [._.2008 jC-,"~..?I [~ILMA!i.," ..•_•....... _...,"__.._._..J
 

4" walk L.- .--.?2l SF 

6" walk ~__.-9J SF 

6"·7·sack: I OJ SF 

8" walk 1__' _01 SF 

roots L J21 Trees 

soilsod L_.--.2J SY 

other ( $O~:O ] 

PROBLEM 
...£.112" or" 

A· Stubber ·'·:.>~J&,li"':"':"" 

-ft- • 
B· Cracked • '·.":~~;n;",.,·_., ~ .. 

C - Sunl<en ~$,;:. 
D - Holes or t-r '2 11 or> 

Pitted 3~'" 

Estimated Cost: $253.12 J 

You may not drive over new walk untill 1 week after it is poured Driveway Flags? 0 

Comments 



Mayor Craig & City Clerk 

My name is Cheryl Griffith and for more than 20 years I have 
owned the property at 601 E. Chesterfield which happens to be one 
of the best maintained residences in the neighborhood. 

I do not believe that a slab needs to be replaced at this time 
because ifit had I would have called my contractor son-in-law. 
The front walk is original and still in very good even condition and 
all the same color. ... .1 like that. 

-. --- ·--~Fuft1retanct-mostimportantthere-is1lO danger fer-any- passer-s-by.-- - ­
Now the only defacement issue left is the paint symbol! 

While your program agenda may be needed at other residences I 
don't believe mine is one of them. 

I am opposed to this program and be assured that if my front 
walk ever beconles a peril for anyone passing by...IT WILL BE 
FIXED. 

Cheryl Griffith
 
601 E. Chesterfield St.
 
Ferndale, Mich 48220
 

11t Gt. ll.l::.., 
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discretion to consider any other relevant factors in determining whether to grant 
additional time to complete payments; that the Hardship Committee be composed of 
one staff member, one Council member and one Council appointed citizen from the 
assessed district; that the appeal route, if needed, be to the Council; 

 
5. That the assessment district be numbered and designated as in the ‘Special 

Assessment District 2008’ 
 
6. That the assessment district include lands and premises hereinafter described under 

the assessment designation and as listed in the enclosed Sidwell, Address list; 
 
7. That the total assessment against each property be the actual cost of reconstructing 

the designated sidewalk adjacent to it and that it include applicable engineering and 
administrative costs; 

 
8. That the total amount be assessed against this district, as estimated by the City, be 

shown under the assessment district designation; and 
 
9. That such costs as finally determined by the City be paid from the City’s General 

Fund, subject to recapture from the special-assessment proceeds. 
 
The motion being put to a vote on roll call, the City Council voted thereon as follows: 
 
AYES: 
 
NAYS: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
The Mayor thereupon declared such Resolution adopted. 
 
I, J. Cherilynn Tallman, Clerk of the City of Ferndale, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
is a true and compared copy of a Resolution duly passed by the Ferndale City Council 
at a meeting held August 25, 2008. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       J. Cherilynn Tallman, City Clerk 
 




